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The attached letter was sent to me by Mr. A
Albert 1. (Tad) Cantril, an F'SO on Dundy's
staff whom I have gotten to know in the course
of Vietnam busincess. Mr. Cantril thought
STAT : : : [ | letter reporting his conversaltion
o with Mr. Kazakov might be of some interest to
our Sovictologists. I am, thercfore, passing o
this along to you for any valuc it might have. T

George A, Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietnamese Aflfairs
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INSTITUTE For Titk SiuvDy o NATIONAL DBRilavion, Ixc. a
DLOONASSAL STREED

PRINCLTON, NEW JERSEY 08510

Anty Conr 609 - WALNUT 1-0607

Septemberr B0 1968

Dear Tad:

It may be ol some interest thae L had a chat with a Mueo Viadini M.
Kazakov, who is Counsclor to the Permanent Mission of the USSR to the UNLD e
was interested in the study of "national character™ although this is considered
reactionary ficld in the Soviet Union. Tle would define this more as a kind of
social psychology. He was particularly interested in studics ol the Amervican
social psychology and particulavly in those which arce historically and factually
based rather than impressionistic,

Mr. Kazakov expressed the view that a continued serics of adjustments and
agreements between the two great powers will continue to be necessary for a long
time to come. Hc expressed concern at what he perceived as some tendencies
toward conservatism and isolationism in Amcrican public attitudes and regret
that "certain circles” were interested in overdoing the press reaction to the
Czechoslovakian intervention because this would make it much more difricult for
the American leadership ~- ¢ven Nixon -- to make the necessary adjustinents in
the face of public pressure against this. e commented that the United States and
the Sovicet Union have been able to "maintain a mature stance™ i the face of the
Victnam war despite some difficuity springing therefvom.

Mr. Kazakov also remavkoed that he considored that the Sovicl oovernacn!

might have overrcacted to the Cuechoslovakiaon crisis, ike the Chicagn nebion”

Quite specitically, My, Kasakov el that Niabassador Ball overdid his polercis
cal attacks in the UN debate on the Crech crisis ina play Tor American public
opinion and expressed concern that this would bave a hardening cffect which would
hamper the United States government's (reedom to come to discussions and agree-
ments with his country. lHe found this puzzling in view of the Sovicet understandings
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that some assurances had been given that the United States would not "interfere”
in that matter. At this point he quoted some acquaintance having said that the
Cuban crisis may have been the last Great Power confrontation, that the Vietnam
involvement might be' the last indirect confrontation in a small country, and that
the Czechoslovak intervention could well be the last direct Great Power interven-
tion in the affairs of an alliced state. Possibly, he said, that was too optimistic.

Finally, with respect to Soviet developments hie felt that "our people are be-
coming quite mature and that there has been considerable change from the ideo-
logical-deductive pattern of approach to policy issucs (o a4 more practically based
approach.

I took the view that we were in for a period of coolness due to the Soviet
action in Czechoslovakia and that this had lent a good deal of force to American
public concern about Communist intentions in the world.

I 'have no idea what to make out of this. Kazakov is a poker face with very
good control of his tongue. I don't think he was trying to open an unofficial channel
of communication -~ he kept stressing the personal nature of his interest in this
field and reitcrated that he had to do his studies on his own time. I invited him to
visit me in Boston.

Sincerely yours,

Dircctor

Addendum: As a side issue, I pressed my particular concern about the pressure
point in the Middle East which I regard as the most dangerous arcna for a Great
Power conflict because of the vital interests involved and the uncontrollabil ity of
local statcs. Mr, Kazakov, who clscewhere said that the United Nations was an un-
important instrument compared with direct relations, thought that the jarring
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mission might be helplul there depending upon the State of Isracl almost entirely. 5 cwistgee o

I told him about having talked with Soviet Ambassador Scrgei Venegradoffin Cairo
some years belore and finding him enthusiastic "in principle” about possibilities
for Soviet-American cooperation in resolving the issucs of that arca. lle only
commented that Venegradoff -~ for whom he had worked for a year or two in the
policy planning arca of the Sovict Forcign Ministry -~ was not very [lexible.
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